28     ANCIENT AND MODERN IMPERIALISM
Again, the acute dissensions amongst the neighbouring tribes materially contributed in the case of Rome, as it did in the case of the British in India, and of the Russians in Central Asia and the Caucasus/ towards the execution of an Imperial policy. Instances abound. One Gallic tribe constantly asked for Roman assistance to crush another. Adherbal made an
1 Mr. Baddeley (ec The Russian Conquest of the Caucasus," p. 295) gives a striking instance which occurred in 1837. The chief of one of the tribes in the Caucasus addressed his followers in the following terms: "Avars! Rather than that these dogs of Murids should rob and ruin us, will it not be better to call in the Russians ? They will not occupy our houses nor take away our last crust of bread. They are brave and generous, and so far have never been ashamed to have to do with poor, simple folk like us. Why should we avoid them ? For whose sake ? Will it not be better to dwell in the closest alliance with them ? We shall be rich, peaceful, and then let us see who will dare to insult us 1"
In India the idea of utilizing internal dissensions in order to assert European supremacy was first originated by Dupleix.
The danger of calling in a powerful and ambitious neighbour to help in the suppression of internal discord was fully realized by some, at all events, of the Greek states. The address which Hermocrates delivered to the Sicilians (Thuc., iv. 59-64-) dwells strongly on the danger to all Sicily which would be involved in invoking aid from Athens.